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DOCTRINE 
_CHURCH 
To which is Sie the Keys of the 
Kingdome of Heaven, 


EERE REL RES ee LLL 


Wherein is demonftrated by way of Queftion and & aor) 
Antwer, what a vi(ible (burch is,according tothe order =| 


of the G ofpel: And what Officers,M embers ,Worfhip,ana 
Government Christ hath ordained in the New Teftament. 


SHebsaieseohsgssssesees 


By that Reverend and learned Divine Mr. fo. Cotton, B.D. 
and Teacher ofthe Church at Bojfonin New England. 


| 
| The Third Edition: | ( 
More exattly correéted, the Marginall proofes in : 
the former Edition mifplaced, being herein placed 


more direétiy ; and many other faults both in the 
: Line and Margent, are here Corrected, 


Ezek.43.10s1 t. Thou Sonne of man, fhew the boufe to the boufe of Ufracl, that 
they may be afbamed of their iniquities,and let them meafure tbe pat- 
terne. And if they bee afhamed of all that they have done, fhew them ; 
the forme of the houfe,and the fafbion therofyand the goings out there- eo | | 
of, andthe commings in thereof, and all the formes thereof, and all = 
the ordinances thereof,and all the formes thereof, and all the lawes @e } 

thereof: and write it in their fight, that they may learn the whole 
forme thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and doe them. a 
or.6.16, Thus faith the Lord,Stand ye in the waies and feeyand aske for the old, gy | 

aths, 7s. 

€r.§O. 5. feb thal ooke the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward, fayings - 
Come,let us joyne our [elves to the Lord sn a perperuall Covenant,that pi iF 
{hall not be forgotten. “ 
ag London,Printed for Ben : Allen, and are to befoldin Popes-head Alley. 1644. & 
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THE 
DOCTRINE. 
SG H VR ee i 


GOVERNMENT. 


I Quettion 
g Hat is the Church of the New Teftament ¢ 
Ee Anfwer. The Church is a myfticall bo- 
IMS dy *, whereof Chrift is the Head *,the Mem- ope SERS 
bers be Saints ¢, called out of the world d.and ‘12,27., Rom. 


united together into one Congregation ‘, by Ji Rass 
venant ‘, to worfhip the Lotd. and to edifie ° Bphet Bsus 
one another; in all his holy Ordinances §. | « eBbs. bets : 


& 14.2333. Col.1.2,12. & 2.5. i Theft. 3,357.8 2.14. A&17-1,4. 2 1 a I. 
2,9. & 5.10, 01, %2. 2 Cor. 6. 16,17. Joh. 15,19- 1 Kin. 8,52. i evit 20.24,36. 
AG.19.1,8,9. € 1 Corzt. 18,20. & 14. 2393303 4- & 161,16. f Exod, or Ge 
& 24. 357. Deut. sts Di with AC. 7.38. Deut.29.3,9- to 4 5: Jer.50.5. Amos 3.3. 

[fa:62.5. with Mal.2.14.. g AG.2.42- £ Cor.g.2. Mar.28. 19520, Joh. 15. 64 
2 Qu. What fort of members hath God fet in his Church 2 * Rom,'2.455. 
e4nf. Some that are Minilters* ot Officers > inthe * © aes 
Church ; others commonly called by the generallname, g 1 Cét4.3. 
Ephef.4.12- Col.g.57¢ Rom,%2.7. b x Tim,3.1,t0, 13, Rom.13.23. 
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c A@1s.22, which belongeth to all the Members, Brethren < and 
23. Col.s.3. Saints 4. Peet ; che 
Rom.16.17,23. . e | . 
a Col. 1.2% I Cor. 14,3 3°. , ‘ . : aie 
3 Qu: What forts of Minifters: or O fficers hath God for in 
bis Charch ? | f cata 


a Ephef, 4. 1Y, 
b Phil. x.z, attd Deacons?. : 


1 Tim 3.1,2,8. 4 Qu: What manner of men are to be calledto the O fi ce : f 


a Bifhop, or Elder of theChurch? _ . o * ; 
Arf, A Bifhop or Elder of the Churchsmutt be in him- 


felfe a blameleffe man for holineffe and righteoufneffe,. 


and for freedome from paffions and luits : Alfo a vigilance — 


mani, and of good behaviour. Moreover, hee muft be in 
his family aman of good government, and of good ho- 


- {pitality: In his name,a man of good report;even of thofe- 


: that are without: In his profeflion, not a young plants. 
érTim.22, Due holding faft the faithfull word ; apt to teach it, and. 
to 7. Tite x. able to maintaine it. 


6,109. 5 Qu. What forts of Bifbops.or Elders hath God ordained 
$0 bis Chu ear 


rch? 


e4rf, Of Bithops, who were alfo called Elders, God’ 
hath ordained two forts, Ruling Elders, and fuch as Tae. 
a 1 Tim,s.17 bour inthe word and doétrine:, commonly called Pg- 


1 Corr238. flors> and Teachers©: allof them are to watch over one. 


apres Gat cettaine Flocke, the Church of a patticular Congte- 
@O,2 Se [ d 
Tit.1. 557. gation °. 


6 Ephef.g.rr. ¢ A@ut 4.23. & 20.17,28. Phil. 1.1. Tit.1.9:7, 


— 6 Qu, What is. the office,. or Worke of the. Pastors and 
Teachers > : | 


* speciat etn. The Paftors {peciall worke is to attend 


work, upon Exhortation, and therein to difpenfe a word. 


of Wifdome : The Teacher is to attend upon Do- 


rine, and therein to. difpenfe a word of Know- — 


a Rom.is.g,8, ledge a. 
4% Cor. 12,8, 7 Qu. What isthe office,or work of the Ruling Elders ». 
eAnf) 


An, Some extraordinary, as Apoftles, Prophets and 
t Cor 12.28, Evangeliftse: Some ordinary and perpetual, as Bifhops. 


hell 


| 


condly, to fee that none in the Church live either inor- ” 


and its Government. | 3 rye gy 


An Seeing the Kingdom of Chrift isnotofthis world, ©) 
bur heavenly and Spirituall*, and the Government of his 4 Yohn 18.36, 


- Kingdome isnot Lordly, but Stewatdiy and Minifteri- ? Mat 20-25; 


b°int ; viet ; : 24 26; Luk, 12. 
all, and to labour inthe Miniftery of Exhortationand 13°F eo,, 


Doéirine, isthe proper worke of the Paftorand Teach- © “gz, 
er‘, it remaineth therefore to bee the part and Office of ¢ 1 Tim, 5.17. 


the Ruling Elders, to afsift xthe Paftor and Teacher in Rom.1.7,8- 
_ diligent attendance unto all other a&s of rule befides, as 


* or joyne with 
1 ; a d ’ I Tim. oSe 
becometh good: Stewards of the houfhold of God". As, @ 5 t9. Rom. 


Firft,to.open and fhur the Doores of Gods Floufe, * by 12.8. + Theft 


admiffion of Members ‘,by Ordination of Officers 8, Ex- §. 12. 
communication of notorious & obftinate offenders ».Se- © ee 19. 
10n.22. 


dinately without a calling, or idlely intheir calling *. gags x7. 8, 
Thirdly, to prevent and heale fuch offences in life and 29 Ezek.22. 
do@tine, as might corrupt either their owne Church*, 26. g1 Tim.4 
or other Churches, if their counfell be required *. Fourth- '4- A 2- 


ly; to prepare matters before-handfor the Churches con- » wat a zy 


fideration®. And fiftly, tomoderate the carriage of all & 18,17,r8: 
matters inthe Church affembled‘, as to propound mat- i 2 Thef.3.6. 


-tersto the Church, and toorder the feafon off{peechand _ !0s!1>12. 


filence in the Church®, Sixtly, to feede the Flock of God 4 B°¥¢!-2-4314 


with a word of admonition ‘, and asthey fhallbe called 4 ags He 6: 
for to vifit and pray over their fick Brechren:*. oNOS sab ves 


19.Pro.24, 27, 

d Ads 6.2,3, Heb.13.7.17. e AGir3.15. fr Thef.s.t2, A&s.20.28:3 1, Admonitio 
2 is an af of rule,if fet on with authority, Gen.19.7,8. g Jam. §.1 4 

8, Qu, What manner of men bath God appointed to be.called 
to the Deacons office? 

An, Men.of gravity and of good report, not given to 
diffembling, nor to wine 3 nor given to covetoufnefle; 
fullofthe Holy Ghoftand wifedome, and holding faft 
the myftery of Faith:ina pure Confcience; keeping their ~ - 
houfes in good rule, and enjoying {uch Wives, as may 
neither difhonour nor corrupt their Office;no flanderets, 
but grave and fober, and faithfull in all things +. a1 Tims.8.. 


9, Qu. What is the Office of the Deacons? to 12,A&,6.3.. 


An, To receive the offerings of the Church.broughe 
unto. 


per! 


ee ei 
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pennant eee ) 
a AG = 34,35 unto them and laid downe before them, and therewith 
b Ads © to ferve Tables», diftribucing with fimplicity ©, not only 
syst 2 é. to the Minifters of the Church ¢, but to any other of the 
Gr. xuvovirles Brethren, as they fhall have neede *. f 


put into the the common frock. e Acts 4.3 5. 


10,Qu, But is tt nor the O fice of Deacons to 0 fev mercy with 
" cheeretulneffe 2. 

aRom.12.8. Aa, Yesverily, to their Brethren in mifery.3 but that 
patt of theit Office they do chiefly performe by the hand 
peek of the Widowes, chofen into their number, who are 

bRom.16.. therfore called the Deacons or Servants of the Church b, 
L1, Qu, What manner of Widowes hath God allowed to vee 

taken into this number > 

Ax, Antient women of fixty yeares of age, well repor- 
ted of for good workes, for nourifhing their Children, for 


lodging of Strangers; for wafhing the Saints feet, forre-. * 


lieving the atflicteds for following diligently every good 

a1 Tim, 5.9, worke’, 
si Qe 412, Qu. What manner of men bath God appointed to he. ve-— 

ceived as Brethren and Members of bis Church > ye 
baa aces An, Suchas ate called of God out of the worldto He 
1 Cor.442-9: fellowfhip of Chrift?, and doe willingly offer and joyne 
AG.2. 38,395 themfelves firft to the Lord ®, and then tothe Church ‘, 

40,41,47- by conteffing of their fins ¢, by profeffion of their Faith¢, ¢, 


b Adts 9.26, 
Plalt16.3- and by taking or laying hold of his Covenant ¢ 


Ifa.t.56.6,7.Ter.50.5. ¢ Acts 2.41.47.& 8. 26 5927528. q Mats GAB, 19. 28. e AG, 
8.36,27- f Ifa 56. 67. 


13.Qu. what is the O fice. or duty which God calleth the | 
Brethren unto, the members of the Church 2. 
arPet, 2.17. enuf. To brotherly love*, and to the fruits chetesh) 
& 3.8. Col. x Brotherly unity °, Brotherly equality ©; and Brotherly 
5 He d nie ‘ communion ¢, 


Phas pial. 13.30 1 Col.3.15. AGS 7.26. ¢ 2 Cor.8.14. tet 23.8. Deut7.20. 
d Acts 2.4.2. & 4.32. 


14, Qu, Wherein flandeth the > Brotherly si wee are to 
hola one with another? >. 


Anf, 


one judgement, and one fpeech, in onetruth*: And 


and its Government. — - iene ba 6 J 


 Anf. Tobe perfetly joyned together.in one mind,and 


| : , Phil.2. 
where we cannot be of one judgement, yet ftill to be of Ephet i i 


one heart *snot provoking nor envying one another‘, but 6 Phil 4. 2. & - 


forbearing and forgiving *, not judging nor cefpifing 3.15, 16. Aa. 
one another in differences of weaknefle*, but fofarreas | | 4.3% 
we are come to. walk together by the fame rule ‘, cotcach 7 Ep ie : 

14.2, 


and to learne one of another the way of God more pet- 32, Col.3, 12, 


~ fe@ly 2, till we all grow up inthe unity of the faith, unto 1}. 
a perfe& man in Chrift Jefus*. 2 Rem. 413s 
IL. 3.19, 


g A&. 18.26. b Ephef. 4.13, 


15: Qu. Wherein ftandeth the brotherly equality which we 
are to hold one With another? 
-e4nf. In fubmitting alike unto all Gods Ordinances; _ 
and enjoying alike all Chriftian liberties*, in preferring 2 Gal.z. 28. 
others before out felves *, and feeking one anothers wel- Jam.1.9,194 
fare‘, and feeling their cftates as our owne *, in bearing Deut. 17.20. 


: | at Ezek. 46. 10. 
the burdens one of another *, and impofing no burdens; ; “pit ae 
but in equall proportion *. Rom,t2.10. 


¢ 1 Cor. 10.24. Phil.2.4. Gal.s.1g, d Heb. 13.3. Rom. sats. . ¢ Gal,6.2, 
f 2 Cor.8.13,5 4. ! | 

16 Qu, Wherein flandeth the brotherly Communion Which. 
we are to hold one with another > 


Anf. Yn our ftedfaft and continuall fellowfhip in the 


- Apofiles do@rine, and worfhip, and miniftration * ; and 4 AG.2.4 2 & 


for this end to dwell together ®, to watch over one ano- rhe 

; blies ¢, and b Pfal.s 33.1. 
ther‘, torefort together to the publike affemblics*, and © g 32.1.3. 
there to joyne inall holy duties, with one accord ‘> atid ¢ Heb. 10. 24, 


every Lords day. as God hath profpered.us, to lay up iN & 3.22,13. & 


ftore for the fupply of the Saints * Rad bi pas 
d Heb.10.25. Pfal:v10.7. & 122.4. AG.20.20.  ¢ [fa,6o0.8; Act1.14, & 4. 24 
3Cor,14.16,26. f 1 Cor,16.4,2. 2Corg.12. . 


17 Qu. How is the publike worfbipof God tobe ordered 
and adminiftred in the (burch > | 5 

efnf. All the members of the Church being met toge- a Bzek.4 6.10. 
theras one man’, inthe fight of God ®, arcto joyntoge- Cor. 11.33. 


ther 8 AG. 19.3 3s. 


” . ad 


Brace The Dottrine of the Church, 


Bre: * w 
Se Pet 


: : : ; ° f e 3 ° 
¢ A@.4.24 therin holy duties, with one accord ¢, the men with their 


TR seh heads uncovered, the women covered ¢. | 
Priest 4 Pe : A Qu. What part of publike worfeip is firSt to be admini~ — 
- to 16. As | . v8, eg 5 : | 
: Anf. The Apoftle exhorteth that firlt of ail, all man- 
net of prayers be made for all men, even for Kings , and 
allin authority , that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 


gq 1 Tima2.1,2 life, inall godlineffe and honefty*. 


Ezra 6,10. 19 Qu. Whether are not fet forms of publike Prayer, devi= 
| fed ana ordained by men, an acceptable faerifice unto the Lord? 
Anf. If {uch fet forms had been an Ordinance of the 
Lord,and a Worfhip acceptable unto him,the Lord him- 
{elfe,or-at leaft fome of the Apoftles and Prophets would 
not have held back that part of Gods counfell fromthe 
a A@20.26, Church:. Befides, publike Prayer is as well a pareof 
: 27+ publike Miniftery,as Prophecy is” ; and the forms of one’ 
nest *°-7* might as juftly be taught by the precepts of men, as the 
Corts 4. other‘; and both of them are alike the gifts of the holy 
c Ifa 29.13. Spitit, towhom it belongeth as well to teach us what to ~ 
Mat,15.6,9-_ pray, ashow to pray *. Nor will it well ftand with the 
d Rom.8. 26. holy gefture, very ufuall in Prayer, whichis co lift up out 
~ eyestoheaven, tocaft down out eyes, and fo fix them 
e Johir. 41. upona book *, 
Sve T se 
Plal. x22. 1. & 123.4» 


20 Qu. What part of publike worfbip ts next to be ad- 
sministred ? — ; Ss 
Anf. Before Prophecy it willbe feafonable to fing a 

a 2 Kin 3.15. Pfalm2,and then by fome of the Teachers of the Church 
Col. 3-16. te read the word, and therewith to preach it, by giving 
Y pa es ‘ the fenfe, and applying the ufe®: In difpenfing whereof 
Tukesg, 235 they were wontto ftand above ail the people in a pulpit of 

23,t0 28. wood, & theElders on both fides:, whulft the people hear- 
¢ Nehem.8.4. kned to them with reverence & attention «. Where there 
d Nch 8.5,6, be more Prophets befides the Elders, they may prophecy 
a Dus " . . two or three*, if the time permit, the Elders calling to — 
» Nehon’8.7, them, whether of the fame Church or otherssif they have 
x Cor. 14.395 38. 3 Thef,s. 20. : 


any 


any word of exhortation for the people to fay on ‘, and f A&s 13. 15. 
forthe better edifying of amans félfe or others, it may * Cot-!4-3"- 
bee lawful! for any young or old (fave xonely for wo- * * ©" ** 
men) to aske Queftions at the mouth of the Prophets. ¢ mal, age 
21 .Qu, After the Ministery of the Word,Wwhat part of Gods 2.46. 
publique worfhipis next to be adminiSires » Fee 
Anf. After the Word(which is the Covenant of God) 
the feales of the Covenantare nextto be adminiftred, 
_Banprifme andthe Lords Supper*. And asto: Baptifnaes 2 A@s 06. 14, 
‘isto be difpenced by a Minifter of the Word, uritoa . PS. 
- beleever, profefsing his repentance, and his Faith ©, ? As 16.14, 
being a member of the fame Church body 4, as alfo unto ; 472.2, 233: 
his feede *, prefented by the Parents tothe Lord, and his maz. 3 ar: 
-Churchf, at which time the Minifter calleth upon the ¢ Lu.3.5.12.8 
Parents to renew his Covenant with God for himfelfe, ¢ 44.8.3 6.37 
and his feed 8, and calls upon God (asthe nature of the 000 17-73- 
Ordinance requireth) for the pardon of originall finne, , Cae y 15-33 
and of the finne of rhe Parents, and for a blefsing upon f Lutind : 
the Ordinanceand Infant * ; and then the Child being g Gen. 17, 27, 
called by thename which the Parent hath giventi.forthe 18.19. 
his owne edification, and the childs‘,he Bapt'zeth it into 2 Mat 3.11- 


Name of the Father, 8 of the Son, & of theholy Ghoft *. ; ee 


63. & 2,21. Mat.3.6,16.lohn 3.23. Ads 8.38,39 Rom.6.4. & 1 Cor.t0,2. Heb. 0; 
23, Mat, 28.19. ayes 


22. Qu, How is the Lords Supper to be adminiftred 2 

- Anf. The Supper of the Lord is to be difpenced by the | 
Minifter of the Word *,unto the faithful of the fame Bo- , , Cor.30.17 
dy’, ot commended to them by alike Body*, having — and 35. 5,6. 
examined and judged themfelves*, and fitting downe 41 Cor.10. | 
withhimatthe Lords Table *, before whom the Mini-17,& 12,13344 
_ fter taketh the Bread; and bleffeth it, breakethit, and gi- Ape ha Lt 
vethittothe Brethren, with this commandment once safes i 
forall, To take and eat itas the body of Chrift broken 
for them, and thistodo in remembrance of him. In like 
manner alfo he taketh the Cup, and having giventhanks, 
he powreth it forth, and giveth it to them, witha com- 
mandmenttothem all, To cua and drinke it as the 

blood 
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fMat26.26. membrance of Him* After all have partaken, thankf- 


ze 8. giving is ended with finging a Plalme *, | 
uke 22.19, x 
20,1 Cor. 112 3924,25-Mat.26. 30.Mar.1426, Grecke,as He. 2. 12. from Pial.22.22. 


- .23,Q. After the Miniftery of the Wordyand the feales there~ 

of, how ts the Collettion for the Saints tobe adminiftred ? 
e4nf; The colleGion for the Saints was by the Apo= 
{tles ordinance, to bee made: for thetime,every Lords 
a1Cor 16.1. day*; for the meafure, as God hath profpered every 
2, Deut16.10, man’; for the manner, not of conftraint, but freely and 
16. willingly «, brought by the givers as an Offering to the 


bi Rp ENS Lord, and laid downe ‘,as at firft before the Apofties, fo 


Carey afterwards by their appointment before the Deacons of . 


d Aas 434.35 the Church as into a common Treafury *, by themto 
Matsz.qz.. be diftributed tothe fupply of the Miniftery, and of the 
2 Chro.39-'7 pooreSaints , according totheir need » and of outward 


e AGs 4.25- : 
with ch.6 2.t0 fervice of the Church ‘, 


8. 1 Cor16.2. duowup iZav.put into the common Focke,Gal.6.6.G.xorwrgerw, 1Timis,17, 
13. Gal.6.6.A&s 4.3 §.& 6.1523. Rom.15.25,26, Aas 2.28,29,30, 


24. Qu. What duty of Gods worfhip is to bee performed in 
difmiffing the Affembly > S55: 
Anf, After all other parts of Gods publique worfhip. 


aNum.6.33. havebeene performed, the Minifter *, or any of the Pro- | 


b x Sam.6,18. phets, is to difmiffe the Aflembly witha word ofblet- 
1 King. 8.14. fing», offering up bleffing unto the Lord; and putting a 
and 8.5 Eos. blefsing upon the People*. | | 


¢ Num.6.25.to 27.2 Thef. 3.17,18.2 Cor. 13.440 


25, Qu. In what manner are all the duties of Gods w or fh iy 
- tobe adminiftred > | . Lt P 


An. Inf{piricuall fimplicitys without afe@ation of legal 


alohn 4:24. fhadowes*, of worldly pompe, or carnall excellencie » 
b2 Cor, 2.17. decently *,and in order *, and to edification’ 4 
oL2ek WOles : 


2,15%,6,03, 61 Cor..14, 40) d Idem: e1 Conig.26- 


— 26. Qu, What forme of Governement zs the Goverumeny of 
. the Church? An, 


blood of Chrift fhed for them, and this alfo to doe in re- 


i neh pA T Wt Nic lm Be steep! 5 ag) pte 


a ee ee ee ee 


and its Government. 9 


Anf,The Governmentof the Church is in Chrift our 


head kingly or royall es but in the Church Stewardly and a Pfal. gee 
Minifteriall *, and in both of them fpirituall and heaven- 7347. es j 


ly 4 hy 1 Cor-4.1,4> 


I Pet. 4.1 0. & 5.152534 ¢ John 18 36: 


27.Qu. How doth Chrift exerei{e bis K ingly government 


(or power) in the Church » 


Af. By calling the Church into holy fellowfhip with 
himfelfe, and one withanother’, by ordaising Officers 2 PGl.74.a & 


_ and Goyernours ta his Chutch , with thes callings and 76. 15% | 
| Bi b, by giving Lawes and Ordinances tohis Church, 


b Eph.4.8, a1 
: . Cor.12. 28 
or the whole Government of t=, by putting life and (ye. 33.22 


powet,even the power of his Spitit, into all hisOrdinan- Jam.4.12 

ces, for the edifying of his body unto perfection ‘,and fi- d 2 Tim.3.16 

nally by {ubdu:ng our enemies, and petiecting out {elves 17-Mat. 18. 
i 


ts ‘ y a y 8,20.& 28 
in his peace to his heavenly kingdom ¢. Ta ree 


7,to11,%3, 14. e€ Rom 16.20, Tohti14.27- 2 Tim4. 18 


28 Qu. How ms the Government of the Church im the hana 

of the (3 burch, Stewardly or Minifteriall ? | 

_ Anf. Becaufe the end of the Government of the 
Church is {piritual! and heavenly, asis the building up 4 Tohn 18,36 
of Chrifts kiugdome, and the faving of foules®. Itisnot Mat.16.19 
inthe power of men to ordain ot provide means ot helps ACOH SS 
to fuch ends ; but onely for him that can worke upon the rare 
(oule and confcience ¢ : and therefore it is not in the hand ¢ Eph.4.ti,t2 
of the Church to make Lawes or Ordinances, to choofe * re sear 
Officers ot Members, to adminifter Sacraments, or Cen- sedate 


- fures, orany part of Worthip or Government , of theit 


owne heads,but to receive all as from the hand of Chuitt; 
and to difpenfe all according to the will of Chrift,revea- 5 04, Z 


ledin his word , 3 1Kin, 3.33 
8 12.3 3eTete7.3 1. Num,15039, Deutr2.3, 453 1 326 


29, Qu. How 1 the Government of the Church {piritual 


and heavenly ? 
e4nf. The Government of the ene though it bee 
, 2 not 


AT 


$ 


gap ST NR oR RTF EEE p ral 


Ei" De DURE 


_3 Coro §. 


a Luk1z.20, notaltogether inward, but partly outward *, as being ad- 
21. Ifa.2.2. miniftred by open and known Officers, with an audible 


b aie 20. and lively voyce ‘, inthe open face of the Brethren of the 
é Key.£, 19, 


A Mai 18.15, CONZtegation *, yet itis init felfe not of this world, but 
16,17, 1 Tim, {pitituall and heavenly * , as being ordained not by the 


: s.20. wifdome of this world, but of Chrift‘; and adminiftred, | 
e Joh.r8.36. mot according tothe precepts of men, bur his commande- 
f aes 2-675 ments *; not by earthly weapons, but by che Word, and 
g Mat.15.6,9 {cals of the Covenant, and other fpirituall Ordinances bs 
b 2Cor.r0. 4 NOt working upon the bodies or cutward eftates of men 
Ya.ix.4.. , by fines,'or imprifonments, loffe of limbs, or of life ; bur 
é Heb.1 3-17 ypontheir foules and confciences, by the evidence of the © 
Cae Spitit': Finally, notayming at worldly peace, wealth _ 
& Joh.1633 aMdhonour, but at therighteou(neffe of faith, peace of 
Rom.y417 confcience, and joy intheholy Ghoft®, 
30 Qu. To whom hath Chrift committed the Govern- 
ment of bis Church > ) | 

aMatré.1q , 2: Pattly to the body of the Church, in refpeé 
Sik iy pray, Of the ftate or frame of it, but principally to the Presby- 

45.16, & 149 tery * In refpect of the order or adminiftration of ic’. 
859. * Or Elderfoip. b 1 Tim.s.17.&4.14. 1Thef. 5.1 2.Hebsr 3.27. 1Cor,12.28 
31 Qu. What power of Government ts committed to the bo- 
ay of the (Lurch > : 

@ A&.1.23,26 nf. T he body of the Church hath power from Chrift 
& 14.2 3.& 6. ro choofe and call her owne Officers and Members‘, to 
395 & 9.265 fend forth any of them for his fervice’, and to inquite, 
b 2 Cor B06, Sc hear, & affift, in the judgment of all publike fcandals«. 
23. Philazs, ¢ AQ 1.253518, Mat.r8.17. 1 Cores.4,5,t2,.AG.5.23. Col.g.n7 


* Or Elder Ship i 32 Qu. What power of Government us rami epntten to. the 


(of the fame Presbytery? 
Church) 1 Tim, 4.14. Old Tianflation. 
ad AG. 6.3. & 


14.27, Joel x eAnf, To cali the Church together *, and to deliver 
13,14, the counfell of God tothem with all authority °, to pre- 

é Tit,2.15. pare matters for the Churches heating ¢,and to propound 
? A@a1.18, 19 and order the aflembly ¢.and to adminifter Ordinations €, 
+& 3-15 and Cenfures‘, and to difmiffe the people with a bleffing 


et Ti eGo A . 
fr Tisiae in the name of the Lord, 


g Num6, 23 | | 33 Qu. 


3 and its Government, — aa 2% 376 a 
| 

; 33.Qu.But hath net Chrift committed fome power of Go- 
verument to every private Member of the Church ? 

eAnf, Yes verily, there isa power of edification’, 4%? Cor.0.23 
which the Lord hath given toevery Memiber of the 1} Mat, 16, 
Chuch, to exercife mutually one over another ®, to fave - 8, 19. & 47. 
(ome with compafsion, others with feare‘, by a word of b tude os , 


inftruction, Admonition,Exhortation,and Comfort4,  t Thef's 5.r¥. 
| 13 t Cor. §2 7. 
¢ Iude 21,22,23. d Adts 18.26,Mat, 18.19. Col.3 16. 1 Thel s.1a.1 c | 


¢ 


| » 34, Qu. How ts Ordination to be administred > | f 
| An. \When the Church hath chofen and called on eT 
Officers they prefent him to the Elders*, who doe ot- « aast.23. ; 
daine him, if he be a Deacon,with Prayer, and Impofiti- & 6. > 6s ; 
an ofharids*, and with Fafting alfo, ithe bee an Eldere. bAas6.6. | 

7 r 35. Qu. How are the Cenlures of the Church to be Adminia © ATS 14.23. : 
ie rea? ‘ 
; Anf, The Cenfures of the Church are ordained by : 
Chrift for the removing of {candalls out ofthe Church*, 4M. 18. 16. ! 
which if they be private (one Brother offending another) ‘° "5 Luk.47. | 
the offender is to goe and acknowledge his repentance of Ho 29 3» , 
itunto his Brother *, who is then to forgive hime, but if p mat.;,23,2 | 
the offender negleG& to doeit, the Brother offended is to ¢ Luk.17. se | 
goe and admonifh him, and convince him of it betweene 
| 


| themfelves privately. If thereupon the offender bee 
brought co repent of his oftence. the Admonifher hach 
wont his Brother : but if the offender heare not his bro- ; 
ther,the brother offended 1s to take with hum one or two i: 

| more, that inthe mouth of two ot three witnefles every | 

! word may beeftablifhed ; whether the word of admoni- 


° 


‘tion, if the offender receive it, OF the word of complaint 


to the Church,if he refufe it : for ifhe refufe ir, the often- 

ded brother is to tell the Church,and if he refufe to heare 57, ! 
the Church, then he is to bee counted as an Heathenand Si;ie.7 #5 @ 
Publican ¢. | 6 (Ui 


36. Qu. What if the [candalls ( or offences ) be publike how 
_ are they to be removed > & 
Anf, By publique reproofe +, and if the offences be not ¢ Tim.s.2°. : 


onely publique but haynous, then the Churchistore- . Gal. 2, 54. 
| move 


OV 129 - The 


Dodtrive of the Church — 


movethe offence 
b x Cor.§.1-5- of the Church °, | | 
ETime 120 437 Qu, How is Excommiunication tobe adminiftred > 
Anf,When the offence of any Brother is publique and 
haynous, or being private, is by the obftinacie of the of-. 
fender become publiquely icandaious, the Church beeing 
met together, is in the name ana power of the Lord Je- 
-{us, and with his Spirit,co deliver {uch an one unto Satan 
forthe deftruction of the Acth, and the falvation ofhis 


by Excommunicating the offender oue 


a1 Cor.s.1-4, foule in the day of the Lord Jefus*. 


, Mat. 18.37: ; ae 
J Tim. ~20. 2 Tim.3.2,5. ait. 3°1O5k ac 


38. Qu. Is there no ufe of Stfpenfion in the Church > 
: Anf. There may, to Members lying ander the apparent 
a%Cor, 5. Tr. guilt of finne, after the admonition ef the Church?, difcer- 
: dest ae ning theuncleane from the cleane, untill they bee clean- 
Eze,22,26. fed’. | : ie sie 
Ter. 1g.19, 39. Qu. What is eAnarhema Maranatha > on 
Any, {cis the utmoft Cenfure of the Church, whereby 
a Brother falling from the love of Chrift into hatred a- 
gainfthim, is cut off from fellowfhip with Chrift for e= 
at Cor. 16.22. ver,eventothecomming oftheLorda, - 
40, Qu. Having feene what power of Governement the 
Church bath received and exercifed within it felfe : tell mee 
now Whether any Church hath power of governement over a= 
nother > — | | 
Anf.No Church hath power of Governement over a2 
nother, but cach of them hath chiefe power within it 
felfe, and all of them equall power one with another 5 Cans 
very Church hath received alike the power of binding, - 
andloofing, opening and fhutting the Kingdome of hea- 
a1 Matag.r7 V0": Butoneto another, all of them are Sifters *, 41} of 
18,17 Sema 
18, them Concubines*, but by their owne cortuption or y- 
bCant.8,8, f{urpation of others «: finally all of them are Candlefticks © 
Gal. 4. 26.31 of thefame preciousmetall, and in the midft of them all 


Cint.6.8.. Che: ' 
CHS s. Chrift equally waiketh °. 


€ Reyel. 1,425,130 2.1, ; 
41,Qu. 


and its Government.: BB 


AY.Qu. But if one Church bave no power of Governement 
over another: what courfe thenis there left to reform {uch cor- 
ruptions as may arifein any Church, whether in Dottrine or 
prattife > | tae 

_Anf. The cortuptions that are found in any Church do 
either infect pare of the Church, or the whole body: if 
part onely, then the patt remaining found, may either 


~ convince and reforme their Brethren themfelves, if they 


be able ;or if they be not able, they may at leaft prevaile 

fo farre with them, aS to fend for light from {ome other 

Chutch, as they of Axtioch did to the Church of Hieru/a~ 

Jem*. But if the corruptions found ina Church doe infe&t 4 AGs 15.2. 

the whole body, yet ftill there is hope im J/rae/concet- Ezra 10, 2. 

ning this. For though one Church hath not powerof 

Governement over another, as fubordinate to them: ©: 

yct every Church hath cquall power onc with another, 

4s coordinate with them. And therefore look what pow- 

er one Brother hath over anocher inthe fame Church, 

the fame power hath one Church over anothet in Bror 

therly communion. As if oneChutch thali heare of any | 

offence in another, they may enquire the certainty of it, & Deut.13.146 

and thereupon fend letters and meffengers, to convince 

and admonifh them of it. If the Church offending doe 

heare the Church admonifhing they have gained their 

Brethren and their defire : if the Church heare them not, 

then that other Church may take one or two Churches 

moe, to affilt chem in rhe conviGtion of that finne, Ik 

yet the Church heare them not, then upon due notice 

thereof given, all the Churches thereabout may fo meet 

together; and after judicious enquity into the caufe, may 

by the word of God confute and condemne fuch errours 

in do€trine or praftice, asare found offen five, to prevent . 

the {preading either of the gangrene of herefie ‘sor of the © 2 Fim.2.175 

leprofic of finne*, And ifthe Church offending fhallnot 7 yor Ms 

5657 

yet hearken to their Brethren , though the reft of the ; 

Churches have not power to deliver themto Satan, yet 

they have power to withdraw from them the right hand ip tae iY 

of fellowhhip, and no longer to hoid them in communion 48,1 5,16,17. 

of Saints, till they approve theix repentance *. 4 2 Thef.3. 6 
a. 
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14 The Dottrine of the Church. a. 


 eggeeoooetesegeane 


cach Ifa. 33. 22. eae 
The Lord is our Judge, the Lord our Law-giver , the Lord 
ws our King 3 he will fave us, | 


A (onclufion, 


J. ©. ¢ Be Kingdom of Chrift, whether in the hearts of his 
| L fervants, or in Church State, and all the Adminiftra- 
See Mr. Taylor tions thereof, difpenied according to the Rule of the 
on Titt.§-  Gofpel, doth not difturb the State, or Peace ofearchly 
Kingdoms, ot Common-wealths; And therefore, the 
gathering of Saints or Churches, according to theor- _ 
der of Chrift, andthe guidance and walking of bothac- 
cording to his wills is no juft offence to the Civill Ma. — 
siftrate. | <a 
<3 we Gal,6.16. 
Als many as walk according to this Rule, peace be on them and 
mercy and upon the Ifracl of God. 
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